
Emergent Writersfor

English and Spanish included 

2-step Labeling
WINTER



Writing Warm-up, Centers, 
Morning Work, Guided Writing, Assessment

Great for: 



Built-in Differentiation



23 Winter-themed pictures
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It can be daunting for emergent writers to try spelling words, especially long words. Many of my kindergarten students are 
very artistic and can add details to their pictures, but when I ask them to add words, they sometimes hesitate or tell me they 
don't know how to, even if they do have some letter-sound knowledge. These labeling sheets are a great way to foster 
confidence in all stages of writing!

2-Step Writing Warm-up
Display a picture on your interactive whiteboard. These are very simple 
pictures to keep it uncluttered, but they still have so many words you can 
label! The first time you do this, you’ll want to model the entire process a 
few times.

1. Point to one part of the picture and tell students you want to label it. 
For example, using the snowman picture, you can point to the hat. Then, 
point to the stretching out anchor chart and ask what step 1 is. Students 
tell me to say the first sound. I do and write the letter. Later on, you 
can also model how to use an alphabet chart to find the letter that 
makes that sound.
2.Then I ask students what the next step is while pointing to step 2 on 
our chart. They tell me to say it slowly, and we all do so together. When 
we stretch it out, we touch all fingers together on both hands, then 
touch the fingertips together. We pull our hands apart as we say it 
slowly. This just adds a kinesthetic element to the skill to help them.

This warm-up only takes about 5 minutes (I do about 3 or 4 words each session) and can be done several ways. You can 
have students come up to record the letters, or have all students record the word on whiteboards or a student notebook. 
You can also give them a copy of the picture and have them draw the lines to label as you do it on the board. Having them 
write on a copy of the picture will give you the opportunity to save them and see their progress (great for assessment!). I 
sometimes put them on the tables for morning work, or right after lunch while kids go to the bathroom and get a drink. I 
walk around with a few markers and hand them to students to label the one on the board. You can copy 2 to a page if you 
want to save paper, and cut them in half.
However you do it, I like to have students work at their tables so that at the end of our warm-up, they get to move to the 
carpet for our writing mini-lesson and they're not sitting in one spot for too long.
Also use during centers! The built-in differentiation is great for kids to work at their own levels.

SPANISH PAGES 30-53

Point and have them verbalize the 2 steps each time you label a word. The more they repeat it, the more they will remember 
it when writing independently! Ask them to turn and tell a partner, to repeat the steps in a whisper voice, monster voice, 
robot voice, etc. Anything to get them to remember those important two steps.



Sample labeling words for each picture
GINGERBREAD 

HOUSE
house, windows, door, gingerbread man, tree, candy

GINGERBREAD 
OVEN

oven, gingerbread man, button, icing

SANTA’S 
SLEIGH

Santa, sleigh, reindeer, gift, bells, antlers

TREE AND 
FIREPLACE

tree, ornaments, lights,  star, fireplace

GIFT WRAP girl, ribbon, tape, scissors, table

REINDEER 
TRAIN

reindeer, hat, train, gifts, sign, caboose

ELF ON A 
SHELF

elf, tree, shoes, hat, shelf, ornament, books

CHRISTMAS 
LIVING 
ROOM

tree, fireplace, rug, window, star, gifts

TROPICAL 
CHRISTMAS

beach, tree, lights, sun, water, sand, clouds

KWANZAA table, Unity cup, mkeka, fruits, corn, kinara

CHANUKAH menorah, candles, girl, table
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Sample labeling words for each picture
SNOWMAN snowman, boy, broom, snowball, hat, scarf

MITTEN mitten, boy, hedgehog, snow

WINTER
CLOTHING

coat, hat, scarf, boots, mittens

SNOWBALL 
FIGHT

snowman, snow, fort, snowball, scarf, earmuffs

SLEEPING 
BEAR

bear, cub, sleeping, den, snow, tree, branch

SNOWY SCENE tree, snow, snowflakes, sun/moon

ROOFTOPS snow, tree, chimney, smoke, sun/moon

SNOW GLOBE snow globe, snowman, snow, earmuffs, carrot, nose

HOT COCOA mug/cup, hot cocoa/chocolate, marshmallows, steam

ICE SKATING pond, tree, ice, snow, ice skater

SLEDDING sled, dog, hill, snow, boy
ICE FISHING pond, ice, fish, boy, hat, fishing rod
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Labeling 

Yearlong Bundle: 100 sets

Emergent 
Writers

Grab the growing bundle at a huge 
discount for a limited time!

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Labeling-for-Emergent-Writers-Growing-Yearlong-Bundle-4175581
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