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NOTES
To Prepare:
You can print double-sided to make them self-checking, or you can 
just print the odd pages.
Some ideas for using these cards:
• guided reading groups
• centers/early finishers/morning work- place each set in a small

baggie and have kids take one bag at a time. They can write their
answers in a notebook with the strategy as a heading. For
example, if they are working with the Making inferences cards, 
their paper might look like the one shown.

Making Inferences

1. A
2. B
3. C
4. C

• Making Inferences- ask kids to explain what clues helped them make the inferences
• Main Idea- for the cards that ask for the main idea, ask them to also give you details

as well.
• Compare and Contrast- Can they come up with any additional similarities and 

differences on their own?
• Sequencing- practice retelling the steps using sequence words: first, then, next, after

that, last, finally…

Bonus Tips/ Extensions for each set:



Making Inferences

What is Sam about to do?

A. Sleep

B. Eat

C. Go to school

Making Inferences

What time of year is it?

A. Halloween

B. Christmas

C. Easter

Making Inferences

What is the weather like?

A. Snowy

B. Sunny

C. Rainy

Making Inferences

Where is Max?

A. School

B. Park

C. Beach



B A

C C



Making Inferences

Where is Pam going?

A. School

B. Beach

C. Park

Making Inferences

What will Lita make?

A. Lemon pie

B. Lemonade

C. Orange juice

Making Inferences

What is Ted about to do?

A. Go fishing

B. Work

C. Eat

Making Inferences

What is Dan’s job?

A. Police officer

B. Plumber

C. Doctor



B A

B A



Making Inferences
Matt got his towel and ball. He put

on his sunglasses and went out the
door. He flip-flopped all the way
down to the sand.

Making Inferences
The clouds were dark gray. Mom

looked for Max. He was not in his
bed. He was not in the kitchen. Then, 
Max came in the living room. He was 
all wet!

Peg watched her dad make a cake. 
He said, “We need to let it cool.” Dad 
left to call mom. When he came
back, the cake was missing! He 
could not find Peg.

Bill could not wait to open his
presents. All of his friends had
come over to sing to him. He knew
after the cake, he would get lots of 
gifts.

Making Inferences Making Inferences

Where is Matt going?

A. School

B. Beach

C. Park

Where had Max been?

A. Outside

B. Sleeping

C. Under the bed

Who took the cake?

A. Peg

B. Dad

C. the dog

What day is it?

A. Christmas

B. Halloween

C. Bill’s birthday



A B

C A



Making Inferences
Jen sat on her bed. Her head was 

down and her face was wet. She
had not seen her friend Tam in a 
long time.

Making Inferences
Frank hit the ball as hard as he 

could. It flew up into the air. He let go
of his bat and started to run. “Safe!” 
the umpire yelled.

Lenny really wanted a dog for
Christmas. His sister wanted a cat. On
Christmas morning, they both ran to the
tree. Mom gave them a box to open. 
Lenny jumped up and down.

Mom bit her nails and held onto
Gabe. She asked if the movie was 
over. Gabe said yes, and mom finally
opened her eyes.

Making Inferences Making Inferences

How is Jen feeling?

A. Sad

B. Embarrassed

C. Tired

What sport is Frank playing?

A. Football

B. Baseball

C. Soccer

What pet did they get? 

A. a cat

B. a dog

C. a bird

What kind of movie were
they watching?
A. scary

B. funny

C. musical



B A

A B



Main Idea & Details

Dogs make good pets. They like to 
play. They help their owners. They
can also do tricks. 

What’s the main idea?

A. Dogs can do tricks.

B. Dogs are cute.

C. Dogs make good pets.

Main Idea & Details

Main Idea & Details Main Idea & Details

Jenn swept her room. She put her
dolls in a box. She put blocks on a 
shelf. She picked up her clothes. Her
room was so clean!

What’s the main idea?

A. Jenn cleaned up her room.

B. Jenn put her toys away.

C. Jenn likes dolls.

Moms do a lot! They feed their
kids. They play with their kids and 
read to them. Moms also keep their
kids safe.

What’s the main idea?

A. Moms love their kids.

B. Moms do a lot!

C. Moms like to play.

Birthdays are fun. You get to play
with your friends. They sing to you. 
You eat cake. You also get gifts!

What’s the main idea?

A. Playing is fun!

B. Cake is yummy!

C. Birthdays are fun!



A C

C B



Main Idea & Details
On Thanksgiving, people eat lots of 

food. Many eat turkey. Some people
eat corn. Apple pie is a great
Thanksgiving dessert!

Main Idea & Details

Main Idea & Details Main Idea & Details

Lots of things can fly. Planes fly in 
the sky. Birds and butterflies can 
fly. Balloons can also fly! Can dogs
fly? No way!

Cars can be so many different
colors! Some are red and some are 
blue. They can also be yellow or
black. I have never seen a rainbow
car!

Many animals live on a farm. Cows
live on a farm. So do horses. 
Chickens also live on a farm. Ducks
and pigs live on a farm, too!

Main Idea: People eat lots of foods at 
Thanksgiving.

Name 3 details.

Main Idea: Many things can fly.

Name 3 details.

Main Idea: Cars come in many colors.

Name 3 details.

Main Idea: Many animals live on a farm.

Name 3 details.



1. birds
2. butterflies
3. balloons

1. turkey
2. corn
3. apple pie

1. cows
2. horses
3. chickens
4. ducks
5. pigs

1. red
2. blue
3. yellow
4. black

Any 3 below Any 3 below



Compare & Contrast
Sam and Dan are in first grade. 

They both love to read. Sam loves
math, but Dan loves art the most. 
They are best friends.

Compare & Contrast
Pencils and crayons are fun to 

write with! Pencils are long and thin. 
Crayons are short and thin. You can 
erase pencil, but not crayon.

Donuts and cookies are sweet
treats. They are both round, but
donuts have a hole in the middle. 
Cookies are flat, while donuts are 
puffy.

Bubbles are lots of fun! Some 
bubbles are made of soap. Some are 
made of gum. Both kinds are made
by blowing air inside them.

Compare & Contrast Compare & Contrast

• How are Sam and Dan 
the same?

• How are they
different?

• How are pencils and 
crayons the same?

• How are they
different?

• How are donuts and 
cookies the same?

• How are they
different?

• How are soap and gum
bubbles the same?

• How are they
different?



SAME:
• used to write
• thin

DIFFERENT:
• pencils are long, crayons short
• pencils erase, crayons don’t

SAME:
• first grade
• love to read

DIFFERENT:
• Sam loves math
• Dan loves art

SAME:
• fun
• full of air

DIFFERENT:
• made of gum
• made of soap

SAME:
• sweet
• round

DIFFERENT:
• donuts have a hole, cookies don’t
• donuts are puffy, cookies flat



Compare & Contrast
Ducks and chickens are both

birds, but only ducks can fly. They
both live on farms and give us eggs. 
Duck eggs are big and chicken eggs
are small.

Compare & Contrast
Cars and bicycles can take you

places. A car is faster than a 
bicycle. Both have wheels, but a car 
has 4 wheels, while a bicycle has 2 
wheels. 

Snow and rain both fall from the
sky. Snow mostly falls in the winter, 
but it can rain all year long. Snow is
white, while rain is clear. Some kids
like to play in both!

Frogs and toads both have long
legs and big eyes. Like frogs, toads
can live on land and water. Frogs are 
smooth, but toads are bumpy.

Compare & Contrast Compare & Contrast

• How are ducks and 
chickens the same?

• How are they
different?

• How are cars and 
bicycles the same?

• How are they
different?

• How are snow and 
rain the same?

• How are they
different?

• How are frogs and 
toads the same?

• How are they
different?



SAME:
• take you places
• wheels

DIFFERENT:
• car is faster than bicycle
• cars have 4 wheels, bicyces have 2

SAME:
• birds
• live on farms
• lay eggs

DIFFERENT:
• ducks fly, chickens don’t
• duck eggs are big, chicken eggs

are small

SAME:
• long legs
• big eyes
• live on land and water

DIFFERENT:
• frogs are smooth
• toads are bumpy

SAME:
• fall from the sky
• kids like to play in it

DIFFERENT:
• snow is White, rain is clear
• snow falls in winter, it rains all

year long



Sequencing Sequencing

Sequencing Sequencing

A butterfly comes out.

It makes a chrysalis.

A caterpillar eats
leaves.

Number the boxes to show the correct order. Number the boxes to show the correct order.

Number the boxes to show the correct order. Number the boxes to show the correct order.

Get a fish bowl.

Put fish in it.

Put water in it.

Roll a big snowball.

Put a small snowball
on the top.

Put a medium
snowball on top.

Get in bed.

Brush your teeth.

Put on your pajamas.



3

2

1

1

3

2

1

3

2

3

1

2



Sequencing Sequencing

Sequencing Sequencing

Lather up hands.

Turn on water.

Rinse hands.

Number the boxes to show the correct order. Number the boxes to show the correct order.

Number the boxes to show the correct order. Number the boxes to show the correct order.

Dry your hands.

Get dressed.

Go to school.

Brush teeth.

Eat breakfast.

Get your umbrella.

Put on rain boots.

Put on a hat.

Put on a raincoat.

Look one way.

Look the other way.

Cross if safe.

Stop.



2

4

1

3

2

3

4

1

2

1

3

4

4

2

1

3



Sequencing
Ken got a bowl. He put flour in it. 

He added sugar and eggs. Then, he 
put water butter in. He mixed it all
up. He poured it in a pan. Last, he put
it in the oven.

Sequencing
Lee got some seeds. She made a 

hole in the dirt. She filled it up again. 
Then, she watered it. A week later, 
there was still no flower.

Dave got a big jug. He filled it with
water. Then, he added lemons and 
stirred it. Next, he drank it. He spit it
out! It was sour!

Sequencing Sequencing

What did Ken do first?
A. He put flour in a bowl.

B. He got a bowl.

C. He made a cake.

Which step is Lee missing?

A. Put the seeds in the hole.

B. Water the plant.

C. Make a hole in the dirt.

Which step is out of order?

A. He fell asleep.

B. He brushed his teeth.

C. He put on his pajamas.

Which step did Dave forget?

A. add lemons

B. add sugar

C. stir

Mike brushed his teeth. Then, he 
got into bed. After that, he read a 
book. Next, he put on his pajamas. 
Finally, he fell asleep.



A B

B C
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